
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Back Row L-R: Ricky, Melanie, Joleen, Geri 

Front Row L-R: Gillian, Cindy, Carissa 

The Executive Committee is made up of elected members and volunteers who share a goal of creating a 

vibrant community through friendship, care and safety. The following provides a brief introduction to each of 

our members and their thoughts on our community. 

Melanie, President, and her husband Ricky: We have lived in Elmwood Park for 6 wonderful years. We came 

to the area because the housing was affordable and the neighbourhood had good reviews. It is so close to 

major roads and yet just tucked away in its own little cocoon. We also just got a good feeling about the area. 

It makes me smile when I go out my front door and I can wave to my neighbours and they wave back! When I 

got involved with the community my objective was to see the city Greenshack Program brought back to our 

park and it was this past summer! It’s a great program to get the neighbourhood children playing together 

and the parents meeting each other. A good neighbourhood is one where you know those around you. I 

wanted to get to know more about my community and help make a difference no matter how small it was. As 

a hobby, I enjoy gardening (even though I am not that great at it) and I love to preserve what has been 

grown! 

Cindy, Director-at-large: I have lived in Elmwood park for 12 years, I love that there are parks, schools, 

shopping, and we are so close to the Eskimos and Northlands. I like to garden in the summer, I love the size of 

our yards in this area. I joined our community league because I want to be a part my neighbourhood and have 

a say, I want to make changes. I wanted to bring some of my ideas forward, and be part of such an awesome 

group.  

 

 

 

 

Meet the Elmwood Park Executive Committee 
 

Geri Redekop, Vice-President: My wife and I have lived in the Elmwood Park Neighbourhood for 14 years. 

Our Real Estate agent found our home before it even went on the Market.  We had been looking for a family 

house with a double-car garage and a garden- this home had both!  It was a no-brainer. It is a quieter 

neighbourhood with a great play area and field for our grandkids to come and visit.  The neighbourhood 

seems friendly enough and there is a great desire on the folk that live around us to foster a family feeling.  I’d 

like to see the coming together of the neighbourhood in block-parties, working with the businesses in the 

area, maximizing the Playground; using the Community League’s facilitates to the fullest, walking groups; 

mentoring, just to name a few. I am presently working with the Executive to begin the Abundant Community 

Initiative with the City and Government of Alberta.  We will be applying for a Grant to work through this 

project.  I will be developing a presentation and hopefully we can put “feet” to this project in the very near 

future. Part of my doctoral studies will be about building strong neighbourhoods and it seemed natural for 

me to get in on the ground level. I want to make a difference in building a neighbourhood that we can all be 

proud of and that people would wonder why they didn’t live in Elmwood Park. 

Carissa, Secretary: We have been living in Elmwood Park going on 8 years now. We moved to the 

neighborhood because it was affordable and we liked our home and the park. It has an easy commute to 

almost anywhere. You could see by the park that there are people in this neighborhood that really care and 

work to make sure that the park is taken care of. When it is summertime, the green shack is running and 

there is a program at the community league and you see all the kids playing together -  I love that!  I also love 

the schools that my kids have gone to and the people and neighbours we have met. What would I like to see 

more in the neighborhood involves continuing to nurture a sense of community and connection. We are 

looking forward to starting the ‘abundant community initiative’. Hopefully it will help us to get to know more 

people in the community and draw them out more. I would like to see more programming in the community 

league, which we are working on. I became the secretary because Melanie, the president, asked me to! So I 

decided to give it a try. What I am finding out, as someone who comes from a place that doesn’t have 

community leagues, is that the leagues are an amazing resource that can really be used to add to the 

wellbeing of the community and I am excited to see what else we can learn and do together as a board. 

Joleen Mazurat, Treasurer: I’ve lived in Elmwood Park for 1.5 years and I moved here to be closer to work. I 

love that Elmwood Park is a mature neighbourhood, and that the sense of community is growing. 

Gillian, Director-at-large: My partner and I moved to the Elmwood Park neighbourhood about a year and a 

half ago. We loved the accessibility to downtown and the Yellowhead and liked the feel of the mature area. 

Our house in particular still has a very vintage interior which we expect to maintain, and the large backyard 

with huge planting beds was very appealing. I have attended the festivals near our area for many years and 

now enjoy being located so close to 118
th

 ave to support the many events held around Alberta Avenue. I 

joined the community league executive to meet more people in our area and to feel like I’m connected and 

participating in improving our community. I am a big reader and am involved in a number of book clubs and 

also sing in a choir.  

We are always looking for volunteers! 
We need community members to help set-up and take-down tables, activities and food at our various events 

throughout the year. Please email epcl@shawbiz.ca if you are interested in being added to our volunteer list. 
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Welcome to the Winter edition of 
your Community League Newsletter 

In this edition, learn more about our 
league executive members and find 
the past and upcoming events planned 
for the Elmwood Park area. 

Executive meetings take place the 
second Tuesday of every month and it 
is open for any community members to 
attend. Email us if you are interested! 

You may have missed…. 

2015 Halloween Event 

Thanks to a creative team of community members, the Elmwood 

Park hall was transformed into a spooky corridor full of creepy 

crawlies and a surprise scary ending. A few shouts could be heard 

from kids and grown-ups alike! Hungry zombies devoured 

watermelon brains and took home free toothbrushes and 

toothpaste to combat all the sugar that would be had later in the 

evening. Thank you to Dr. Derek Fika for providing the tooth 

cleaning supplies! 

February Outdoor Fun 

While the weather did not cooperate with our planned outdoor 

activities of snowshoeing and kick sledding, the tug-of-war was still 

a hit! The warmer conditions meant there was just enough clear 

pavement for sidewalk chalk drawings and some snow for slushy 

snow castles. We’d like to thank our sponsors Bumper to Bumper, 

Cineplex, Papa  Johns,  Wee Book Inn and The Carrot Café for 

providing coupons and door prizes that were given out to all of our 

guests. 

Get ready for… 

Safety Fair – May 7th, 2016 

Join us at the hall for a BBQ lunch, safety talks and information 

booths about resources in our community. Come out and meet your 

neighbours and enter to win some fabulous door prizes! 

Participating organizations include SPCA, Edmonton Police Service, 

Highlands Library, KidSport and ATCO Gas. 

Community Garden 

The upcoming growing season is approaching fast! If you are 

interested in a plot in our garden and meeting a few of your green-

thumbed neighbours, email Tracy at 

elmwoodparkcommunitygarden@gmail.com for more details. 
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Community League Contacts 

President: Melanie Spitzer 

Vice President : Geri Redekop 

Treasurer: Joleen Mazurat 

Secretary: Carissa Morrissey 

Newsletter: Gillian Daley-deGroot 

Communications: Gord  Richard 

Facilities: Ricky Spitzer 

Community Garden: Tracy Richard 

Volunteers:  Cindy Verner, George Blanchette 

Connect with Elmwood Park Community League 

Address: 12505-75 St, T5A 1Y8 

Phone: 780-479-1035 

Email: epcl@shawbiz.ca 

Look for us on Facebook @ Elmwood  Park 

Community League 

Are you operating a business in the area? 
We are looking to compile a list of service providers in the Elmwood Park area for an upcoming edition of our 

newsletter. If you are interested in being featured, please email us at epcl@shawbiz.ca. Or if you have 

recently experienced great service from a business, please let us know too!  

 

 

 

Upcoming Community Events 

Sat May 14 – Community Action Dash/Health Festival, St Joseph High,info@ communityactiondash.webs.com  

Sat June 4 – Eastwood Fest @ 118 Ave & 86 St See Eastwood Community League on Facebook 

Sept 11-13 – Kaleido Family Arts Festival @ 118 Ave, 90-94 St, www.kaleidofest.ca for info 

Sat Sept 17 - Community League Day @ Elmwood Park Community Hall. Join us for a free BBQ and chili cook-

off! Email us for details on how to enter the chili competition… prizes available! 

Sept – Elmwood Park CL Annual General Meeting 

 

 
Green Shack is Back! 

Bring the kids to the park Monday-Friday, 

10am-1:30pm throughout July and August for 

free fun, games, and crafts. 

 

 

Elmwood Park hall has a 
beautiful new deck! 

We were lucky enough to have some help in 

demolishing our old, run-down deck from the 

Londonderry Ward of The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints. Members of our community and the 

league executive came out to help re-build on a warm 

April Saturday. The work went quickly and we are now 

sporting a safe, brand-new deck! Check it out, along 

with our volunteers in the photos below! 

  


